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ICG has been promoting the Get Connected Grant to its 

members since last December ðso we are extremely pleased 

that so many have been successful.  

Administered by SCIE ðthis is a capital expenditure grant 

available to registered care providers to extend personalisa-

tion through enhanced access to ICT.  

SCIE is looking for innovative ways that show how people 

who use services, family carers and/or staff will benefit 

from improved access to information and communication 

technology (ICT).  

Liz Hancock of Fulford Nursing Home  
Andrew Binney of Town & Country Care  

Liz Hancock admits to not being 

an IT expertðbut she knew what 

she wanted to achieve for residents 

and staff. Liz says óI took advice 

from two IT experts and that helped 

me to see what was possible.ô  

Fulford Nursing Home in York will 

now have laptops with cameras & 

SKYPE which residents will be able 

to use to keep in touch with their 

relatives visually and verballyðfor 

one lady this means in Canada. Liz 

says óWe are thrilled with the grant. 

Our staff will get training to help 

every resident. Special trolleys that 

can fit over beds will be used for 

some. Itôs so important for them to 

keep in touch.ô  The grant will also 

cover PCs to be used for staff  

training through e-learning. 

Andrew Binney is the Training Co-

ordinator for Town and Country Care 

in Whitby which provides care in  

peopleôs own homes. 

Andrew says ó We are delighted with 

the award which will enable us to  

improve our service.ô The new IT will 

include broadband enabled  

laptops which staff can take into the 

community and help clients to keep in 

touch with families and to use online 

facilities like shopping and sourcing 

information. Clients will be given their 

own USB flashdrives to ensure  

confidentiality. Staff will receive  

training to help clients get the most 

out of the IT.  The grant will also 

cover desktop computers for staff 

training with e-learning, in addition to 

printers and an overhead projector. 

Get Connected 

Grant  
You can still apply for 

Cycles 3 and 4. 

Go to: 

www.scie.org.uk/workf

orce/getconnected/inv

estmentfund.asp   
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CG is very pleased to announce that it has worked with City of York Council 

on a new funding opportunity for care homes.  
 

Bids will need to demonstrate how they will improve quality of practice in the 

areas of dignity, dementia care and/or nutrition, and hence improve outcomes 

for customers in care homes in York.  Projects will need to demonstrate  

innovation and that they are beyond core contractual requirements that are  

already expected.  The scope for proposals is intentionally wide so that we can 

encourage a flexible range of ideas, for example:  
 

User led dignity initiatives/group work  

Life story work  

Specialist training (and projects to  

 translate learning into practice within the home)  

Specific activities, equipment or events to promote engagement and com-

munication with people who have dementia  
 

Individual bids can focus on just one, or all, of the three priority areas, but 

across the range of all successful applications chosen we will select a variety of 

projects that cover the three areas.  

 

Successful bidders will be expected to demonstrate how they intend to evaluate 

the impact of their project and the outcomes for customers.  They must also be 

willing to share this evaluation and the learning from their project.  
 

 

 

Application forms are available from Catherine McGovern on 01904 554 066 or 

Katie Brown on 01904 554 068 or e -mail: catherine.mcgovern@york.gov.uk  

or from Keren Wilson at ICG e -mail: keren.wilson@indcaregroup.plus.com  
 

A panel comprising representatives from the City of York Council, the ICG and 

the York Dementia Working Group will evaluate the anonymised bids . 

City of York Council ð 

New grant to improve quality  

There will be a limit of 

£5,000 per grant application.   

Organisations can submit more than one application if they have a 

number of ideas.   If however, you can demonstrate how your project 

would benefit more than one organisation/group of customers (or if 

your proposal is on behalf of a consortium of providers for instance), 

bids for more than £5,000 may be considered.   

£40,000 is being made available to independent care homes within the 

City of York in the form of a grant which can be applied for.  The three 

agreed areas where it is believed that the grant will make a difference to 

quality are dignity , dementia care and nutrition . 

Applications must be received by Monday 23rd August 2010  
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A rescue dog that lived in a 

care home has won a national 

awardñposthumously. Tim  the 

cross bred Labrador was 

brought to Meadow Lodge Care Home in  

Kellington near Goole from the Dogs Trust 

having been abandoned in Leeds.  Here he led 

a happy life ñbeing looked after by the staff 

and loved by the residents.  

Deputy Manager Lorraine Coultas says ôWe 

have always had dogs. The residents bring 

them in when they come to live with us ñbut 

when the last dog died we decided to get  

another and we found Tim at the Dogs Trust . 

We got another dog because  the home didnõt 

feel the same without a animal. People get so 

much pleasure and comfort  from animals.  

The benefits are great even with people 

who donõt say anything.  We entered him into 

the Dogs Trust Golden Oldie Award ñhe was 

13.õ  Sadly, Tim died just before his  

presentation but the judges were adamant he 

should still win the Golden Oldie award  

because of his remarkable capacity to bring 

comfort to other people while he was alive. He 

was buried in the Home garden.  

Three weeks before  Tim died Meadow Lodge 

adopted another dog called Ebe. 

 Lorraine says ôEbe belonged to a gentleman 

we looked after  in the community ( home care ) 

a carer found the gentleman deceased  and 

Ebe was on his own. The family didnõt want 

him. They were going to take him to the  

kennels so we brought him to Meadow Lodge 

and he has settled in lovely.õ   

Ebe is 12 years old.   

Top Dog Story ñlove in a care home  

Lorraine Coultas & Joanna Page (Gavin & Stacey actress)  

CAWD Leadership & Management event ðThirsk Racecourse  

The Care Alliance for Workforce Develop-
ment (CAWD) Leadership and Management 
event was well attended at Thirsk Race-
course in June. The event focused on lead-
ing through change; implementing personal-
isation; the skills required; learning and de-
velopment opportunities; the standards and 
changes to accreditation. 

Feedback included these comments: 
�µ�3�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���E�\���$�G�U�L�D�Q���(�Y�D�Q�V���R�I���7�H�H�V�V�L�G�H��
�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�Q���¶�O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���F�K�D�Q�J�H�¶���Y�H�U�\��
�V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�¶ 
�µ�:�R�U�N�V�K�R�S���V�H�V�V�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���J�R�R�G��- lots of 
feedback and informative session led to 
�O�R�W�V���R�I���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�¶ 
�µ�2�S�L�Q�L�R�Q�V���R�I���R�W�K�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�S�V���D�Q�G��
feedback I found to be informative and 
�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���¶ 


